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�Let’s have a quick look at a case study that shows how boundaries can be used, and abused, in order to achieve political aims: Gerrymandering. ��



Gerrymandering: a practice of manipulating voting boundaries which results in an 
unfair advantage to a political party.

Source: fairvote.org
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Gerrymandering is a practice of manipulating voting boundaries which results in an unfair advantage to a political party. It is a problem often associated with the United States, but any country with first-past-the-post (winner-take-all) voting systems can be guilty of this, although perhaps none have done so quite so obviously. Every 10 years in the US, after the Census has been conducted, electoral districts are redrawn. The key here, though, is that in 75% of states, they are redrawn by the party that controls the state legislature. This means, of course, that they have conflicts of interest in drawing these boundaries, and there are examples of egregious manipulation in order to gain an electoral advantage (e.g., North Carolina, Maryland, etc.).��



gerrymandering:
Origins of the term

Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Gerrymandering in the United States has long been used to increase the power of a political party. The term "gerrymandering" was a term that emerged in 1812, when a review of Massachusetts’s districts at the time created a district that looked like a mythical  salamander. "The Gerry-mander" first appeared in this cartoon-map in the Boston Gazette in 1812.�



Gerrymandering:
Packing and cracking

Source: fairvote.org
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Here is a visual that you may have seen before, that is really helpful for understanding the concept of gerrymandering:�Gerrymandering is accomplished mainly through two processes that are commonly called packing and cracking.�Packing is  when boundaries are created to ensure that as many opposing party’s voters are “packed in” as possible - hence the term. This means that the opposition’s strength is concentrated into one area.   Thus, it minimizes the number of seats the opposition can gain because all of their voters are concentrated into a few districts. This is especially what Republicans have done in North Carolina, a state which has a relatively even split of voters (i.e., it's a 'purple' state), but a heavy skew toward Republican Members of Congress: 2016 & 2018 Reps had a 10-3 advantage by using gerrymandering (a case that went to the Supreme Court).�Cracking is when oppositional voters are divided up in several areas, so that they end up being outnumbered by those voting for the governing party creating the borders. Essentially, dispersing the vote of your opponent. Let’s go over a few examples of what some gerrymandered districts in the US look like.



example:
Ohio’s 9th district

David Meyes (2019). The 12 worst House districts: Experts label 
gerrymandering's dirty dozen’ The Fulcrum
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This is Ohio’s 9th District, which exists on the shores of Lake Erie.



example:
Maryland’s 3rd District

David Meyes (2019). The 12 worst House districts: Experts label 
gerrymandering's dirty dozen’ The Fulcrum



example:
Louisiana’s 6th and 2nd District:

David Meyes (2019). The 12 worst House districts: Experts label 
gerrymandering's dirty dozen’ The Fulcrum
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Essentially, gerrymandering is governing powers will manipulate borders or boundaries in order to ensure that the results of the votes within that area are in their favour.�
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